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PoEMS AND Essays

1. BLUE IRIS: Poems and Essays,
by Mary Oliver (Beacon Press, $22,
0807068829) “The author has won
the National Book Award and the
Pulitzer Prize for her poetry, much
of it about nature, and this handsome
new book of new poems, previously
published poems, and essays shows
you why. A beautiful book full of
beautiful poems.”—Pat Kehde, The
Raven Bookstore, Lawrence, KS
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2. THE POETRY HOME REPAIR
MANUAL: Practical Advice for
Beginning Poets, by Ted Kooser
(University of Nebraska Press, $19.95,
0803227698) “The new U.S. Poet
Laureate offers one of the friendli-

est how-to poetry manuals available.
Completely removing the intimidation
often attached to writing ‘good poetry,
Kooser’s guide is not a lecture from a
stale academic, but a chat with an old
and wise friend”—Scott Foley, Grass

Roots Books & Music, Corvallis, OR
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3.THE COMPLETE POEMS OF
KENNETH REXROTH, by Kenneth
Rexroth (Copper Canyon Press, $24
paper, 1556592175) “Whether writing of
nature, politics, or love, Rexroth’s clarity
and intelligence blaze forth in language
simple and engaging. To read Rexroth

is to converse with the cosmos”—Ric
Amante, Brookline Booksmith,
Brookline, MA
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4. TEN POEMS TO CHANGE YOUR
LIFE, by Roger Housden (Harmony,
$15,0609609017) “This is the last in

his wonderful little collection of Ten
Poems... series, and by my accounts the
best.Very thought-provoking and a won-
derful addition to any poetry lover’s col-
lection, or a great gift for the novice, to
learn from and be inspired by —Carrie
Sutherland, J.W. Beecroft Books &
Coffee, Superior,WI
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5. COLLECTED POEMS
1943-2004, by Richard Wilbur
(Harcourt, $35,0151011052) “This
superb collection reveals an American
master who's been in full command of
his lyric voice throughout his 60-year
career. Here is a voice—and tempera-
ment—of such thoughtful poise and
elegant reflection that it cannot fail to
engage both the serious devotee and
the occasional reader of contemporary

poetry.’—Terri Merz, Chapters: A Literary Bookstore,

Washington, DC

Greencastle, IN
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6. A COMPANION FOR OWLS:
Being the Commonplace Book of D.
Boone, Long Hunter, Back Woodsman,
&c., by Maurice Manning (Harcourt,
$22,0151010498) “Manning writes about
Daniel Boone on the frontier, and he has
written a collection unlike any poetry
book I've ever sold—even people who
say they don’t like poetry (and there

are plenty of those) are intrigued by

the book.”—Ernie Ford, Fine Print,



7.TECHNICALLY,IT’S NOT MY eyl 8. THE SCHOOL AMONG THE
FAULT: Concrete Poems, by John el RUINS: Poems 2000 - 2004, by
Grandits (Clarion Books, $5.95 paper, i Adrienne Rich (Norton, $22.95,
0618503617) “Grandits creates a 0393059839) “This is an exquisite col-
wonderful character and voice in |- lection. Adrienne Rich gives a dazzling
year-old Robert. This collection is hilari- show once again. Her language is lucid
ous—and will make kids want to read with vivacious imagery. Not to be passed
poetry.’—Ashley Tongret, Joseph- up.”—Ali Kennedy, Third Place

Beth Booksellers, Cincinnati, OH Books, Lake Forest Park, WA

10. READ-ALOUD RHYMES
FOR THE VERY YOUNG, by Jack
Prelutsky, Marc Brown (lllus.)
(Knopf Books for Young Readers,
$19.95,0394872185) “I love this
wonderful introduction for children
to the pleasures of language. It’s my
favorite baby gift to give, and |
recommend it at every birthing class
at the local hospital, where | do a

9. KETTLE BOTTOM, by Diane
Gilliam Fisher (Perugia Press, $15
paper, 0966045971) “In Kettle Bottom,
Diane Fisher’s mountain voices of West
Virginia bring to life a region and its
inhabitants’ struggles to survive in hard-
scrabble circumstances. The story of coal
Kettle mining in the southern mountains has
Bottom been recounted in numerous ways—
song, story, documentary, but seldom has
it been rendered with such a perfect ear song and dance about the why, what,
for nuance and language.”—Margot G. and how of reading to newborns.”
Wilcox, City Lights Books, San Francisco, CA —Carol B. Chittenden, Eight Cousins, Falmouth, MA
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These 10 books represent the best Poetry books, as compiled from recommendations from
independent booksellers across America. One bookseller’s quote is chosen to represent each of these top vote-getters.

4 April is National Poetry Month

In April, the Academy of American Poets will celebrate the 10th annual National Poetry Month, a program that the Academy established in 1996 to
rally Americans to a greater appreciation of contemporary poetry.All through the month, booksellers, libraries, publishers, literary organizations,
schools, and poets will be working to help celebrate poetry and its vital place in American culture.

Two notable titles published recently are:

BREAK, BLOW, BURN: Camille Paglia Reads Forty-Three | i ¢
of the World’s Best Poems, by Camille Paglia (Pantheon, $20, s E (Perennial, $9.95 paper, 006076966 1)

0375420843) DI ~ Celebrated author and critic Harold Bloom gives
America’s premier intellectual provocateur explores and celebrates | o | us his critical reflections on more than a half
a series of great poems of the Western tradition. She brings new | " 3The | century devoted to reading, teaching, and writing
energy and insight to our understanding of poems we already | LOATt of about the literary achievement he loves best, and
know—such as masterpieces by Shakespeare, Donne, Shelley, |& Readlng‘ conveys his passionate concern for how a poem
Dickinson, Lowell, and Plath—and she leads us to appreciate the | should be interpreted and appreciated. By illumi-
artistry of writers with whom we may not be familiar, such as Chuck Wachtel rZ | nating such subjects as poetic voice, metaphor
and Wanda Coleman. Daring, erudite, entertaining, and infused throughout | O \ and allusion, and the nature of poetic value itself,
with Paglia’s inimitable style and passion, this beautifully written book will \\/H | Bloom presents an invaluable learning tool as a
entice readers to begin or renew a passionate engagement with poetry. Lk key to artistic expression.

For more bookseller discoveries in this and other subject areas, visit www.BookSense.com

To find the independent bookstore nearest you, call 1-888-BOOKSENSE
or search the directory at www.BookSense.com. Thank you.
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